Minutes of Brighton & Hove 

Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Consultation Forum 

Held on 26 October 2011

Present;

Darren Trigwell 

Southern Gas Network  

Mike Wright 


BHCC

Jim Verguson 

NPTTU

John Streeter

Brighton & Hove Streamline

John Oram 


Unite

Colin Glinsman 

Streamline WAV

Tony Turner 


Radio Cabs

Chris Nutley


Radio Cabs

Ahmad-Zibaman

Independent

M Little 


Independent

Mohammed Salim 

United Taxi drivers

Shuhebur Rahman 

United Taxi Drivers 

Mick Hildreth 

GMB

Michael Doyle 

City cabs

Jon Smith 


GMB

Rebecca Rathore 

Southern Railway 

George Hakim

Brighton Sudanese Taxi

Geraldine Des Moulins 
Federation of Disabled people

Mark Durell


B&HPHA

Martin Seymour

Brighton & Hove City Council

Jean Cranford

Brighton & Hove City Council

Simon Quinn


Brighton & Hove City Council

Tim Nichols


Brighton & Hove City Council
Cllr Sykes 


Brighton & Hove City Council

Apologies; Peter Castleton, Jeff Elliot, Andy Cheeseman, 




	Item
	Minute
	Action

	
	Introductions were made


	

	1
	Minutes from last meeting 

Correction – agreed to remove comment Agenda point 12 ‘MS reminded all that it was previously agreed to trial the first few matches and make adjustments as necessary’ 

Matters Arising 

Knowledge tests are required more than the 5 weeks so it was agreed that this should be extended again.


	

	2
	Southern Gas Networks - Darren Trigwell, Mike Wright

There is a 2 year program, Viaduct Road has been slower than expected and is slightly behind schedule as a tram line was discovered. The program has been submitted to BHCC although this plan may not be met due to events such as Pride in Brighton. Further info will be provided at next liaison meeting. 

Lewes Road is next and fears were raised that this will cause chaos. It was asked for the road works to not be setup so early however this is was confirmed not possible due to volume of traffic. 

DT advised these are essential and major works, they will continue mainly on Viaduct/Union Road, Lewes road, Old Steine, Pavilion Parade, A270 and A23. They will also invite other utility companies to carry out works at the same time but there are no guarantees. Further details will be provided to drivers once known. It was queried as to whether contractors are penalised for delays, this will also be reported back.


	

	3
	Traffic Management, Ranks, Brighton Station - Rebecca Rathore
RR – no plans for Brighton station yet, a big redevelopment is planned but it is still in early stages. Any redevelopment will mainly be internal. This will include moving of the ticket booth, WH Smith and Thames Link waiting room. Also advised there are no current details for rank moving as it fits in with integrated transport plan.    

Also, British Transport Police advised station is becoming unsafe on football days as people are cutting across the rank. BTP suggested rank should be closed on match days. a new queuing system is in place for match days. Please get in touch with Rebecca if any problems arise 

JO – objected at Gateway meeting to rank being moved to the back of the station, Gateway to go to public consultation. 

MS – advised penalty notices may soon be issued around station and Castle Square from the cameras if vehicles continue to block the road / junctions. 

St James street is due to close for resurfacing and repair – work starts 8th Nov till 10th Nov

White night – New Rd, Jubilee St, Pavilion Gardens, King, Titchbourne and bus lane all to be closed. 

Sackville Road gas works commence early January – hopefully not much impact on Conway St, Clarendon Rd, Also Southern gas next year will have major works in New Church Road around Tesco. 

There is a petition about the rank on the avenue, TN – advised it will be a case of use it or lose it. 


	

	4
	Sussex Police – 

Police call handlers are still advising drivers reporting non payers etc that it’s a civil matter. MS will forward this to Lee Essex and Peter Castleton 


	

	5
	Committee reports – Tim Nichols, Martin Seymour 

ECSOSC – TN to attend next scrutiny meeting

Taxis Equality action plan -  MS to circulate, GDM asked for documents to be included with minutes when they are circulated in future.

Licence fees – TN advised its good practice to advise before changing fees and apologised for short notice, fees may change to;

Hackney carriage Vehicle Licence  reduced by 1%

Hackney carriage driver licence     increased by  4%

Private Hire vehicle Licence          reduced by 3%

Private Hire Driving Licence          increased by 2%

Private Hire operators Licence       increased by 2%

MS explained difference between Hackney and Private hire change is due to how hackney carriage officers time is split. TN also advised there is an internal audit shortly which will be on the website when it is released. 

Terms of Reference

Legal still looking at before going to committee. 

Also a new group have met the criteria and will be joining the forum; this is The Arab Taxi Association (ATA). There was discussion as to forum becoming to big but new group must feel unrepresented otherwise they would not wish to join. 

Unmet Demand

 The 3 yearly unmet demand survey will take place next year. This will include consultation on WAV provision and benchmarking against similar authorities. 
Blue Book 

Agreed amendments to the blue book regarding guidelines for drivers to go to committee.
Advertising on Vehicles 

To go to committee 

Ethnic Monitoring 

To go to committee 


	

	6.
	Disability Awareness Course – Martin Seymour, Geraldine Des Moulin 

The Disability Unit of the BTEC is now available for current drivers to take, this is at a cost of £75 + VAT. 

It was raised that it may not be enticing for drivers to have to pay for this at their own cost. TN has been looking into whether this can become part of the licensing conditions. 

GDM – will find out which other LAs charge, also suggested a local provider such as city college with disabled people inputting would be beneficial to ensure transporting people correctly.

TT – has a video which he will provide to GDM and anyone else that wishes to borrow it which may help demonstrate how to assist passengers in wheelchairs. 

 
	

	7.  
	Vehicle age limits 

MH previously asked for a vote on vehicle age limits and to come back to the forum. Dft best practice suggests that age limits  arbitrary. 

A vote was taken: GMB, Streamline, Sudanese all support, The federation is against 

And the Private Hire Association abstained 

The GMB advised they will work with Fed to address concerns. 

Some concerns were raised by PH association that this will affect the fare formula as the formula is based on new vehicles under 4 years old.
TN Would prefer emission standards to age limits to improve air quality within the City
	

	8.
	 CCTV

MH previously asked for a vote and to come back

BHCC, the federation are in support of compulsory CCTV. Streamline are against 
PH association abstained.
The case in Southampton continues, this may be moving forward next week. 

	

	9. 
	3 Year Badges 

Deferred  


	

	10
	 Operators 

Enforcement action may be taken against operators if data controllers alert drivers of enforcement officers patrolling. Streamline & CityCabs both apologised.
	

	11. 
	Enforcement

Joint action with Vosa/Police

Police seized 2 limousines, 1 was not licensed and 1 the driver did not have the correct DVLA licence to carry passengers. 1 HC was seized by police for bald tyres and condition of vehicle. 

It was queried as to whether council can charge for enforcement, this was confirmed as part of the vehicle fees. 

MS also advised will enforce Village Way on match day and will ask Robbie from Lewes to also attend.

It was discussed at to whether enforcement to be carried out against PH cars parking on the ranks i.e. St James Street. It was explained that parked cars need to be enforced by parking wardens including on ranks. PH are allowed to wait anywhere provided they are not touting, ranking or causing an obstruction etc.
JS – asked for taxi marshalls to use more discretion i.e. move big groups to bigger cars. TN will take this to the next meeting of licensing strategy group. 
	

	12. 
	AOB

If drivers want a risk assessment form TN can provide this. 

Medicals were discussed, can medicals be carried out before knowledge tests begin to avoid delay. In future all checks, DSA, Btec need to completed before any knowledge tests can be taken
There are still concerns with the CRB being a standard check. MS confirmed the DTS can perform an enhanced check. 


	 

	
	Items for next meeting – 2 - 4pm, 14 December 2011

CRB 

Medical Advice

Fare Formula 
Other meetings booked: 15 February 2012
	


