Minutes of Brighton & Hove 

Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Consultation Forum 

Held on 14 December 2011

Present;

Cllr Deane


Brighton & Hove City Council
Martin Seymour

Brighton & Hove City Council

Jean Cranford

Brighton & Hove City Council

Simon Quinn


Brighton & Hove City Council

Tim Nichols


Brighton & Hove City Council


Kevin Murphy

Brighton & Hove City Council
Monir Miah


UTA

Liton Chowdhury

UTA

Hany Abadeer

STF

I Saidaroos


Independent

Albayopuk


ATA

S El-Hawat


ATA

Jim Vergison


NPTTU

John Streeter

Brighton & Hove Streamline
Jeff Howell 


Brighton & Hove Streamline
John Oram


UNITE

Tony Turner


Brighton Radio Cabs 

Tony Breslin 


Brighton Radio Cabs

Jon Smith 


GMB

Mick Hildreth


City Cabs

Mick Doyle 


City Cabs

Richard Hebberd

Brighton & Hove Albion FC 

Jeff Defalco


BHPHDA

Mark Durell


BHPHDA 

1. Apologies; Geraldine Des Moulins, Cllr Sykes, Peter Castleton, Jeff Elliot, Andy Cheeseman, 




	Item
	Minute
	Action

	
	Introductions were made


	

	2. 
	Minutes from last meeting 

The previous minutes were agreed with one exception, 
Minute point 5 in the previous minutes advised The Arab Taxi association  (ATA) would be joining the forum. Their constitution included having Adur and Lewes drivers as part of their group. JS – would like it noted that their constitution has now been changed so that members are now exclusively Brighton & Hove Drivers.  


	

	3
	Thumbs Up – Kevin Murphy

Kevin Murphy from Brighton & Hove City Council Workforce Development team attended and outlined the Thumbs Up Scheme. This scheme is aimed at training anybody who may be working with the estimated 6000 people in Brighton & Hove with Learning Difficulties. 

The free scheme includes a guide with tips on what can be done to help people with learning difficulties. There are stickers, brochure and a dvd available, which can be used as part of a customer service training programme. Brighton & Hove Council, Brighton & Hove Buses, the police and Churchill square shopping centre are all already in the scheme.

Further information can be found on The Thumbs Up website, www.brightpart.org
  
	

	4.
	Southern Gas -  Tim Nichols 

No representative from Southern gas attended. 

Concerns were raised about the recent weather blowing down work barriers leaving potentially dangerous holes without barriers. It was reported some had been down for days. 

TN recommended reporting specific spots to NetworkCo-ordination@brighton-hove.gov.uk
MS will circulate this address  


	

	5.
	Traffic Management, Ranks, Brighton Station, Amex 

Brighton Station - There have recently been food tents within the station, there are reports of delivery trucks blocking the entrance and exit, on Friday and Saturday nights between 6 and 7. 

AMEX - Richard Hebberd


RH Clarified several points. The bus stop on the A270 was originally designed and built to accommodate 5 taxis. This was approved in the original planning application by BHCC but isn’t currently being used. Richard will send in the plan. 

If drivers are dropping off disabled passengers please alert security and they will allow drop off by the disabled lifts. A new disabled ramp is also due to be built in the summer, this will be at the north stand. 

On non Match days drop offs can be made at west stand or east stand, main shops are at north stand. On event evenings, drop offs can be made at any of these. 

Any drivers found to be overcharging will be barred.

Also reminded everyone a short delay after matches before entrance is allowed. It is private property so both Lewes and Brighton taxis can wait in the teardrops. 


	

	6
	Police

Did not attend – TT will contact Lee Essex to see if they can in the future.
	

	7. 
	Committee reports 

All agreed – Blue book will shortly go to print. 

GMB asked for note of their appreciation to officers. 

 
	

	. 8. 
	Disability Awareness course 

City College do not have an interest in running the BTEC. 

There is however funding available for this BTEC covering the full charge. Radio Cabs have been organising this for a lot of their drivers and if any driver wishes to contact them they will help organise it for them. 

The council has currently not made the BTEC compulsory for existing drivers, but is currently seeking legal guidance as to whether it should be. Suggested it may be worth as many drivers as possible undertaking this CRB whist funding is still available.
	

	9
	 Vehicle Age Limits  
Deferred until next forum. 
	

	10. 
	Compulsory CCTV – Tim Nichols
 A request was made to suspend the introduction of CCTV due to the uncertainty of legal proceedings in Southampton and hardship. 

TN –explained that the committee in 2010 decided on a number of actions, 1 of which was to install CCTV for safety. Hardship was raised at the time, which is why an extra year was allowed. At this stage there is not enough justification to reverse this policy. 

Further information was provided on the Southampton case, the judge has ruled the council had the right to make CCTV obligatory, the case revolves around whether the CCTV should always be on and whether sound should be recorded. 


	

	11
	 CRB’s 
It was agreed by all that standard disclosures are not enough. 

This was confirmed the council cannot change, this was a decision by the CRB. 

A recent announcement by Lord Henley was that CRBs for taxi drivers would be reviewed and potentially changed back to enhanced. This could come into force with the Police Act 2012. 


	

	12. 
	Medicals

 Trade members expressed concern at the amount of time it takes for medicals to be returned from the councils medical advisor. 

MS advised the average time is only 19 days, the majority are returned within a few days, however this average is higher as it takes longer when drivers have medical conditions that need investigating. 

Problems arise when drivers hand in their medicals with short notice and a few days before their licence expires and the doctor needs to investigate. 

It was discussed that it not being clear to drivers may be the problem. MS agreed to add further info to renewals and the website to make it clearer  
	

	13. 
	Fare Formula 

Deferred until next forum.


	 

	14.
	Enforcement

The HCO have checked 34 vehicles since the last forum, 4 were suspended and there were problems with 8. This included a joint operation with VOSA,

Reports of out of town taxis parking opposite ranks, these need to be reported to the relevant authority. 

JS asked for more enforcement specifically on east street, church street, around legends night club, station   

TN reminded all that road traffic offences can be reported to operation crackdown http://www.operationcrackdown.org/

	

	
	Items for next meeting – 2- 4pm, 15 February  - The constitution advises any other business must be added 17 days ahead of the forum.
1) NCP Parking 

2) TN also advised a company has been in contact and requested attending the forum to discuss filling empty vehicles from airports. The forum denied this request to attend as they are felt they are often approached by similar organisations. It was agreed that if the company wish to provide a written representation then TN will circulate. 

3) Any other business – is this allowed in the constitution?

	

	
	Dates of Next Meetings

15th February 1.30 – 4.30 pm

4th April 1.30 – 4.30 pm

23rd May  1.30 – 4.30pm

	

	
	
	


